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Scientists’ “Only hope” statement 


BERTRAND RUSSELL 


SCIENTISTS’ 


“We can never cope with all 
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CHIEF UNDERLINES 
H-BOMB CALL 


with the Government’’ 


POWERFUL rays which would mean certain death to firemen 
trying to fight fires nearer than ten miles from ground zero, are 
one of the added terrors of H-bomb warfare, explained Mr. H. M. 
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ANSWERS IO QUESTIONS 


From MARGARET TIMS 


THE press conference called by Bertrand Russell in the Caxton Hall on July 9 


drew over a hundred newspaper and radio representatives, with all their para- 
Phernalia of microphones and recording machines, to hear science’s last warning 


| On the misapplications of science. 


‘or t ent 
or the pres _ Introduced by Professor J. Rotblat, Lord 


the West ; some 
from the Seco 
‘equent struggle f 
esult of the un 
the field of bat? 


the Notice of the world, the statement ‘signed 
2Y eight of the most eminent scientists in 
Nelds cognate to nuclear warfare about the 


’ tH te : 
solve some of , *8olute necessity therefore of avoiding war.’ 


de and economi@y pie then explained that the statement was the 
manome of his broadcast last year. He received 

pay appreciative letters, including one from 
Totessor Joliot-Curic. “I was very pleased 
menace of woh}, 1. 8et this because of his being a noted Com- 


nist,” sai “One of the 

s of war renuné 7 » said Bertrand Russell. “One of 

yond the wit, 3 Urposes I had in view was to build a bridge 

them. ‘ween people of opposing _ political 
Pinions.” 


gravest doubli Binstein’s reply i 

impossibility, 97] | A draft ent was sent to Einstein an 
no one will wy. his Teply, a a on the day of his death, 
* own allies. my Sid: «Tam gladly willing to sign your ex- 
Mii “Client statement.” The eighteen scientists who 

iy) «TC approached to sign the statement were 
tes. W) “®98en solely for their scientific eminence ; 
i} "X of the signatories were Nobel prize win- 

} Pers. All replies so far received have been 

ige wi *Ympathetic. Prof. Joliot-Curie has since added 


ed in a assent, with two reservations: 
with disease # (l) That limitation of sovreignty should be 
lia Agreed by all, in the interests of all ; 


nd women in 


(2 we 
andthe vel ) war should be renounced “as a means 


Of settling differences between states” 
4 (i.e. excluding civil war or revolution). 

; y Sertrand Russell said that in 1945 pcople 
Hae Tact ss Shocked by the atom bomb; but com- 
tual answer. It?) 4 to the H-bomb, the atom bomb was 
irmed Something like bows and arrows”; and 

th 1kini bomb was very much worse than 
) FROM : to” frbomb. That was the latest development 


AGE ONE a x Would then be necessary to get men of 
fan r inter ‘ence to make an authoritative pronounce- 
2 ger of im 4 ft to be followed by an international con- 
pala! answer ‘rence of scientists from all the countries 
onest governtr, qacerned ; a suggested resolution for such a 
terests and we! 6), nBress is appended to the statement (see p. 


scognise that 


“a ti! | 5 
nots a Ene He felt it was the duty of the scientists to 


” 4 
peace and frie 4 ake the public and governments aware of 
| is a policy 77 the facts by a widespread popular campaign 
through negotl bu this is not a thing scientists do readily, 
scomodation so Ut it is their duty at this time.” 
the peace of ! { a iaey Must persuade the world to avoid war, 
Py Tst_ by whatever expediency may suggest 
irmese civilissl@f maUltimately by means of some international 
time of Willi ; Sin.” of a world organisation. 


pay of lifes” Ster meaning 

wae is a j haqPev should emphasise that science, which 
eople. We mcf.’ Was Come to have a rather sinister meaning, 
it suits us bell oy “pable—“ if once the question of war 1s 
re be induced Al no Of the way”—of conferring the most 
ome other way,59| the ™Mous benefits on mankind and making 
t way, the | World a happier place than ever before. 
an way, or | ceppctitand Russell stressed that he was con- 
Not ..lere with matters of scientific fact, and 

With political opinion. 
at Poin s8ed by questioners to clarify certain 
In nts, Britain’s leading philosopher (at least 
O N tp POPular influence) did not appear to have 
Propiereat light to throw on the fundamental 
C A | We lems of war and peace. The moral issues 
levey SCarcely touched on, and even on the 
Of organisation and control no concrete 


Pro . 
! Posals were formulated. The following 
DEE g.mples indicate the subjects dealt with: 

"45 not w, er to 
ma lect q huclear war rage the only answ: 
States, W “ont, Prohibition in itself is no good. The 
ressions Q. id thing is not to have a war. 

P mat there a danger that this appeal will 
it 7.30 p [| : Bey poled by Communist peace propa- 
I Centre * does not take the Communist line, which 
W.C.I. Q. 4. imply prohibition of the bomb. 

oa Il previous efforts to outlaw war have 
Ai, £4 why should this one succeed? 
wan 1s clearly understood by all the great 
Vicne™® that war brings no chance of 
1 thi? or anything that anybody desires, 
machi it will become possible to create 
ANOTHER Q, Do Cty for the avoidance of war. 
member, /s } meee! Propose that no further experi- 
edge Union. lan "8 should be carried, in view of the 
ers, Ay, 8°75 of fall-out, etc.? 
Q ;, SUch proposals have been made. 
h Street, W7" ns 


ae to car” group or organisation been formed 
es 4 An.» Out your proposals? 


‘ rganisation will be necessary, but has 
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Russell said: “The purpose of this conference 
'S to bring to your notice, and through you to 


Perils involved in nuclear warfare and the 


Send deputation to Kenya 
—T.U. & Co-op. asked 


TTRADE UNION and Co-operative 
organisations are to be asked to dis- 
cuss the sending of a deputation to Kenya. 
This was one of the decisions taken at a 
conference in London on Sunday organised by 
the London Arca Council of the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom and attended by more than 
100 delegates from 42 organisations, 
A full report will appear in Peace News 
next week. 


CINEMA-GOERS HEAR 
PEACE SPEECHES 


Peace News correspondent 


JYROM a wide area of the southern Welsh 

Border counties pcople have _ visited 
Hereford this week to see the Japancse film 
“Children of Hiroshima.” It has been show- 
ing at the Kemble Theatre for six days. 

The lessee, Mr. Miles Byrne, has welcomed 
three minute introductory talks before the 
screening of the film cach evening. On 
Monday the speaker was Frederick Forder, a 
newly appointed full-time field worker for the 
Peace Picdge Union. He will speak again to- 
night. John Hoyland, a Quaker lecturer, was 
speaking on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. 

Responsibility 

On Monday Mr. Forder said, “I shall intro- 
duce the film and refer to the present-day 
world situation in a hopeful sort of way, trying 
to show that the responsibility for improving 
it rests not on governments but on individuals. 
Pamphlets will be available and it may be that 
some thinking citizens will get in touch with 
the organisations listed on them—the Anglican 
Peace Fellowship, and the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, the Peace Pledge Union and 
the Society of Friends.” 

Mr. Forder, will be visiting Derby, Lincoln, 
Grantham and Leicester in November when 
the film_is shown there. : 

Mr. Guy Metcalf, a Hay-on-Wye architect 
and a member of the Hereford Quaker Meet- 
ing arranged visits to see the film by Quakers 
from Ludlow, Leominster, Llandrindod Wells 
and Ross-on-Wye meetings. Other Quakers 
travelled from Malvern. 


TWO WAYS IN 
AFRICA 


Top: Man-O’-War Bay students singing 
at the completion of a road built during a 
work camp with local villagers in Eastern 
Nigeria. The group includes men from all 
three Regions of Nigeria—teachers, engi- 
neers, policemen and government officials, 


Smith, Chief Inspector of Fire Brigades, Home Office, when he was 
addressing the closing session of the British Fire Services Association 


IN PARLIAMENT LAST WEEK 


Big Four Talks 
and disarmament 


From our Parliamentary Correspondent 


MR. ANTHONY NUTTING, Minister 

of State for Foreign Affairs, was sub- 
jected to a close cross-examination on the 
subject of disarmament in the House of 
Commons last week. 

Replying to Mr. Arthur Henderson (Lab., 
Rowley Regis and Tipton), he said that the 
date for resuming mectings of the Disarma- 
ment Sub-Committee was discussed at San 
Francisco by the four Foreign Ministers 

No decision was reached, he added, and the 
matter was referred for discussion through the 
diplomatic channel. 

Mr. Henderson asked if this meant that the 
mectings of the Sub-Committee were not likely 
to be resumed until after the Big Four con- 
ference at Geneva. 

Mr. Nutting replied: “1 do not think that 
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meeting at Margate recently. 


Assuming that a 20 megaton H-bomb 
were dropped on the heart of London, 
fires would start in an area of 25 miles 
diameter. 


If a bomb were exploded at or near ground 
level, the upwards draught would take with it 
many tons of atomised and pulverised earth. 
This radio-active matter might be taken up 
to a height of 60,000 feet. It would graduall 
drop to carth, carried by the prevailing wind, 
and would occupy an area of 20 miles width. 
It was extremely dangerous for extraordinarily 
long distances; Mr. Smith said that 100 miles 
was not an over-estimate. 

To die—or—to die? 

“Anyone in that area must go to ground 
before that fall-out reaches him, otherwise he 
will cither become very ill, or, nearer the 
target, he will receive a lethal dose straight 
away,” said Mr. Smith. 

Such an area would be out of action for a 
week, and anyone in it must cither get out or 
go to ground. In addition fire-fighting would 
be impossible within ten miles of the target 
on the eastwards side. 

In the fall-out area anyone in his own house 
would have a twenty times greater chance of 
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Other pictures on page four show members 
of the Nigerian House of Assembly taking 
part in another scheme, and also Alec Dick- 
son, whose work at the Man-O’-War Bay 
Training Centre is described by Reginald 
Reynolds. Photo: Alec Dickson. Bottom: 


African employees at the Rand Refinery, 
Germiston, S. Africa, trundle trucks of bul- 
lion packed for export, under the cyes of a 
white armed guard. Each year S, Africa 
provides almost half of the world’s new 
gold. Photo: Chamber of Mines. 
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Mercy does not pronounce on desserts, it aids necessity. 
—StT. AMBROSE 


: Negotiating from 


weakness 


JPPRESIDENT EISENHOWER’S very 
conciliatory speech in preparation 
for the coming Four-Power talks are in 
rather obvious contrast to that of Mr. 
Dulles at the UN tenth anniversary 
celebrations when he claimed that every 
recent helpful step taken by Russia was 
a vindication of the US Government's 

“negotiation from strength” policy. 
It is doubly unfortunate therefore that 


BLOCS, NEUTRALISM, AND 
COLLECTIVE SECURITY 


the transcript of the proceedings before 
the House Approprations Committee 
should now be published. This shows 
that on June 10 Mr. Dulles was assur- 
ing the Committee that the Russian 


f[SHE conclusions reached by the World Assembly for | system, ison the point of collapsing 


. . “over expanded, unable to meet 


Peace at Helsinki raise in an acute form the question | (heir commitments, even if they meant 
of the kind of basis for peace in Europe that world opinion | to meet them.” 


should seek to achieve. 


Mr. Dulles was doing his best to 
secure the vote by Congress of $3,285m. 


The Helsinki meeting approved five points, one of which | for the President's Foreign Aid Bill, and 
was “opposition (o military blocs” in Europe. Presumably this | he calculated that this kind of talk 
means that the Eastern Powers would cancel their decision taken | helped the work along. The day before 
at the Conference in Warsaw in May (to set up their own) this passage was published President 
“NATO”) in return for the abandonment by the West of the | Bisenhower had said to a Press con- 


North Adlantic Treaty Organisation, 


ference ‘“ There is no individual in this 


This can, of course, provide a basis for negotiation but it | Government that has ever said that the 
has to be borne in mind that while the abandonment of Nato | Russians, the Soviets, are coming to any 
by the West means something very definite the cancellation of | conference weak. 


what was done at Warsaw need not mean very much. 


What was settled at the Warsaw imeeting, when Marshal 
Koniev was appointed Commander-in-Chicf of the forces of the 


Both sides should face the fact frankly 
that they will cach be negotiating be- 
cause they are equally constrained to do 
so. It is not the strength of the other, 


Eastern group of states, did not make any very essential difference Butihe-avercall-ihreatier thermonuclear 
to the existing situation, The armed forces of the East European | \arfare that requiréscthat they ‘shall 
states were already ened as a snied orcs and orientated enter upon rcal negotiation, and that 
along the lines of Russian policy. To scrap the formal super: negotiation means that not one side but 
structure decided upon at Warsaw would not make a great deal bothawill have to. make: concessions. 


of difference. The Eastern states could still constitute a “ bloc.” 


Both sides are negotiating from weak- 


Indeed, huge states like the USA and Russia are themselves hess 


“military blocs.” If “opposition to military blocs” means any- 
thing a¢ all it means opposition to the present American and 


Russian armed power, 


That opposition to American and Russian armed power was 


Sartre at Helsinki 


TT is a fascinating study to read the 
* complete report of the speech 


not in the mind of the delegates to the Helsinki Assembly is | delivered by Jean-Paul Sartre at the 
shown by their unqualified support for the “ collective security ” | Helsinki World Peace Assembly. 


view. 


There are displayed in it the con- 


Speaking of the new policy of the Soviet Union described | sidcrable changes that have taken place 
by Mr. Ilya Ehrenburg of Russia, a French delegate, M. Pierre | in the thought of the leading spirits of 


Cot, said: 


“The collective security of which Ehrenburg has spoken 
is the heaven we all want to go to. The policy of blocs is 


the hell we want to get out off.” 


The Daily Worker report of Cot’s speech goes on: 
“Ehrenburg preferred collective security to neutralisa- 


lion, he said, 


the World Peace Council—-and, of 
course, in the official Russian attitude 
—since the last Assembly, and the 
singular lop-sidedness that has to be 
taken for granted in all the principal 
addresses delivered in that gathering. 
Speaking of the consequences of 
atomic war M. Sartre said: 


“But it was because that security system has not yet|“ The People’s Democracies and the 
been organised that there were people who wanted to see | Sovict Union would lose the fruits of 
in Europe a chain of independent states that had thrown off | the admirable efforts of which they are 


the ‘iron corset’ of the system of military blocs. 


justly proud ; the bourgeois democracies 


“Neutralism was a provisional solution, he concluded. | would lose that political Liberty of which 


Collective security remained the final objective.” 
How that security is to be provided was explained by Pro- 
fessor J. D. Bernal on his return to London from the Assembly. | lt is 


they so often boast.” 
“Justly proud”; “so often boast.” 
a key-note combination. The 


flya Ehrenburg, he said, proposed “the extension of the Idea of political liberty of which the Western 
European Union to cover the whole of Europe, and include | nations may boast certainly falls short 
economic fntegration with security jointly guaranteed by the | in many respects, but it also represents 


United States and the Soviet Union. 


some values that the admirable efforts 


“This would provide an atmosphere in which the main out-| of the People’s Democracies have yet 


standing problem—the union of Germany—could find its solution | to realise. 


without the need for neutrality.” 


Sartre and his colleagues 
would command more respect for their 


The pattern favoured by Russia and endorsed by the|vicws of they could drop their “ My 
Assembly is thes made clear. The Sovict Union Is now prepared | Russia, right or wrong” attitude. 


to enter into an arrangement with the United States for the 


There is the same lopsidedness when 


joint domination of a Europe conveniently “economically inter- | Sartre is dealing with the evil of divid- 
grated,” whose “security” is to be guaranteed by force of | ing the world into two blocs. ‘In every 
Russian and American arms, There is to be a condominium by the | important circumstance, the particular 
two great world powers. A united Europe would surely be the | interests of each country have yielded to 


most glittering colonial prize of all time, 


This conception is utterly opposed to the idea of neutralism | interests of war.” 


the interests of the bloc, that is to the 
That is very true, 


us a means to a positive peace that pactfisis have advocated, If | but why should M. Sartre take the view 
militarism is wrong and national independence is right (as the | that because he is speaking in an assem- 
Helsinki Assembly affirmed) neutral states should be encouraged | bly sponsored by the organs of the 
{o pursuc policies of complete demilitarisation without the neces- | Peoples Democracies he should follow 


sity of being incorporated willy-nilly in some “ protective ” by 


examples taken only from the 


securily urrangement guaranteed by military powers to whom | Western bloc ; with two bloes there must 


they will inevitably forfeit their Independence. 


The rehash of the Locamo plan endorsed by the Helsinki 
assembly can only appeal to those who think in terms of the per- 
suasion of power; and in the light of today’s realities it is a 


bankrupt formula. 


be two sets of examples. 
Hopeful perspective 


TT is in his reference to the futility of 
™ banning the H-bomb that M. Sartre 


Hiroshima: A call to repentance 


ON August 6, 1945, as a result of a decision 
taken by the government of the United 
States, an atomic bomb was dropped on the 
city of Hiroshima in Japan, Thus the cra of 
atomic war was initiated by the United States. 
As the tenth anniversary of that tragic day 
approachgs, it is fitting that we pause to reflect 
on its meaning and that we open our minds 
and hearts to what the Spirit may have to say 
to us and to the American people generally. 
The call that comes to us is, we believe, the 
call to confession and repentance, 


It is casy to imagine what multitudes of us 
would have said if it had been the German 
Nazis, the Italian Fascists, the Japanese mili- 
tarists, or the Russian Communists who un- 
leashed the atomic terror: that it was “like 
them,” that ‘“ Americans would not have been 
guilty of such a crime.” 


But it was the Americans and not any of 
these others who were responsible for the 
bombing of Hiroshima. Moreover, there were 
no extenuating circumstances to give some 
semblance of warrant for this leap into a fear- 
some new type of war. No one has ever 
suggested that on that August day ten years 
ago this nation was threatened with extinction 
or catastrophie defeat, which only resort to the 
new weapon could avert. Japan was not in 
a position or cquipped to drop a single bomb, 
atomic or otherwise, on American soil. No 
responsible person has ever suggested that we 
“had” to use the A-bomb in order to win 
the war, 


Terror bombing 


It has often been said that the annihilation 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was really an act 
of mercy because by bringing the war to a 
quick close it spared many lives. This theory 
is based on the assumption that a land invasion 
of Japan would have been necessary to bring 
the war to an end if the atomic weapon were 


that, in view of the havoc which had already 


It was known, however, at the time, measure composed of self-satisfaction, sclf- 
righteousness, and arrogance. In spite of cer- 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


marks the change that has taken place. 
Banning the H-bomb was the former 
policy of the World Peace Council and 
the conferences that it convened. 


There is no mention of this fact; no 
suggestion that a wrong view had been 
taken formerly but that now the error 
has been perceived. 


Just an indication that ‘“ Nothing 
could be casier and nothing could be 
more ineffectual than to suppress the 
bomb by a stroke of the pen. ... Pro- 
fessor Joliot-Curie has shown that the 
banning of thermo-nuclear weapons can 
be conceived only within the general 
perspective of disarmament. War knows 
no law: if it breaks out, there is no 
evidence to show that the bomb will not 
be used. To prevent the use of the bomb 
we must prevent war.” 

What is hopeful in M. Sartre’s speech 
is his envisaging as a necessary con- 
sequence of “co-existence” the co- 
operation of the East and the West in 
the organisation and provision of help 
for the under-developed countries. 

If co-existence is interpreted to mean 
indifference, with Russia and the US 
remaining inert and having no relations 
with each other, there would be a 
condition that could at any time turn 
into hostility. With the aid of the 
under-developed countries no longer 
motivated as a means to the increasing 
of the power of a particular bloc, help 
must be joint undertaking. 

The independence of nations who are 
to profit from this aid cannot be guaran- 
teed unless they are aided by the two 
great atomic powers at the same time. 
“Mutual Security Aid” therefore must 
be replaced by the co-operation of the 
great powers in providing help for the 
more backward peoples. 

It is an inspiring conception, that if 
applied would require radical changes 
in the economic systems of the West. It 
is, we believe, the moral and peaceful 
way to bring about revolutionary 
change; and it would not be without 
its consequences in the political trans- 
formation of the East. 


The fight for Africa 


MMPHE Times has recently devoted some 

little editorial attention to the philo- 
sophy of British Colonialism. 

In a Leader entitled “ The Fight for 


MMM oO TT 


NO CHANGE 


The following d&scription of 
the attitude of the Manchester 
Guardian a hundred years ago 
is taken from one of the articles 
celebrating the centenary of that 
journal as a daily newspaper: 
“The ideal of world peace, the 

Manchester Guardian conceded, was 
commendable, but unfortunately it 
was not practicable. It was little 
use ourselves adopting such high- 
flown peace policies while it was 
obvious that the cynical rulers of 
other States would not do the same. 
World interests could not be much 
advanced by our solitary efforts, 
and, if we were to make such 
efforts, British interests were likely 
to suffer at the hands of less high- 
principled foreigners.” 
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Africa,” the paper gave its interpretatto® 
of the reason why certain African statel | 
were invited to the Bandung Com 
ference: 


“The desire to draw Africa into the 
Asian orbit derives from two motive 
For the Communists the aim is 10 
deprive the free world of a firm sur 
porting base in the cold war. For tht 
others sentimental anti-colonialism ¥ 
backed in some cases by considerations 
of self-interest. Africa could provi 
an outlet for emigration and cheap 
manufactured goods to help their sorely 
pressed economies. Although extern 
influences may lead to the liquidation © 
colonialism at a comparatively early 
date, that does not mean that Africafi 
will by then be capable of standing 
their own feet, and there is therefore 4; 
natural wish to stake an early claim it| 
what might once more become a regi0d 
open to external enterprise. 


“... Africa is at the moment firm! 
linked with Europe, and would profit 
ably remain so, even when the colonia 
era is passed. The main reason for th! 
is the complementary nature of the! | 
trade. Africa produces just those sa 
materials and foods which are ne 
for consumption by the highly ind 
trialised society of Europe. In retul 
Europe is well suited to provide matt 
gerial and technical personnel, capi? 
and industrial equipment to develtt| 
Africa. There may be an_ increasifh| 
participation from America, but theft 
have so far been only very moderalé 
signs of it.” 


What this means in terms of the cold 
war is brought out towards the end 
the article when the writer says: 

“Today it is impossible to look # 
Africa without thinking of defensiv 
necds .. . west coast states, like the Goll 
Coast, even if they decided to sevé 
their political connection with Europe! 
metropolitan countries, would still ned 
to come within the Atlantic defen 
community.” 


For colonies too? 


NPHE reference to the Gold Coast 

significant. It comes on the eve ® 
her promised independence. In the 
of western Germany, the Atlantic pow 
have insisted that sovereignty demas” 
the right for Germany to determine | 
own foreign policy. Does this princip* 
not apply to ex-colonies too? 


A fuller reply to The Times editori#! 
came from an African, J. H. Mens# 
who in a letter to the Editor, said: 

“What strikes me most is the 
assumption that Africa, even when it B 
been nominally emancipated, must sti! 
continue under the “ protection” 
foreign powers and in the position of 
agricultural appendage of Europ?. 
economies. 


“This seriously misjudges the temp 
of African nationalism. The emerg! 
African nations must be expected é 
guard their independence jealously 
not barter it away for protection agal 
a Communist threat which is n¢ 
existent. Our gratitude for the benefit, 
of western civilization is matched by th 
bitter knowledge of what is even 1, 
happening in North, East, and Sout 
Africa. And Europe is likely to find 1 
soon Africans will not want their ClO: 
made in Lancashire or their ui 
materials processed here and sent b@ | 
to them to buy. Britain must also p® 
pare herself for the day soon whe 
colonial-earned dollars are no moe | 
available in unlimited quantities. ' 


“The only satisfactory basis for futot 
relations seems to me to lie in increasi 
the export of capital, machinery, "| 
technicians—and fewer troops.” 


Letter from U.S.A. by A. J. Mus?) 
| 


arc circumstances in which it would be av 
justifiable to use not only A-bombs but 


hor 
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been wrought in Japan, this assumption was an 
extremely questionable one. The event 
demonstrated, according to the US Strategic 
Bombing Survey, that it was false. It is the 
habit of governments when they resort to a 
new and more destructive weapon to proclaim 
that in so doing they are really saving lives 
and being merciful. The Nazis so characterised 
the blitz of Rotterdam and other cities. It is 
a habit which we should not have perpetuated, 
especially where atomic terror was involved. 


_Without passing judgment on particular in- 
dividuals, we hold that Hiroshima was an 
abhorrent display of national power and the 
national attitude toward it was in large 


To Laurence Housman on 
his Ninetieth Birthday 
By VERA BRITTAIN 


The unexpected years have claimed their 


toll, 
And brought their harvest, sorrowful and 


gay; 

Through rich experience challenging decay, 

You have pursued unfaltering your goal, 

Unbroken still in honour's golden bow! 

Beside the fountain of integrity, 

And moral bonds leave yet unchained the 
soul, 

Forever young to sail a timeless sea. 


We who have sought to follow in your wake, 
And testify to truth with tongue and pen, 
Salute your years of witness, nine times ten; 
Renewed we vow to fail not nor forsake 
The dedicated road where, by God's grace, 
His erring sons shall recognise His Face. 


tain qualms and fears, we took pride in being 
the one nation that had the brains and 
resources to produce the revolutionary new 
weapon. In one apocalyptic moment the United 
States could and would make an end to the 
war. Multitudes among us believed that God 
or historic destiny had seen to it that the 
United States alone possessed this secret 
weapon. We expected other nations joyfully 
to agree with the flattering estimate of our- 
selves, With power in our hands which we 
believed to be beyond the reach of others for 
an indefinite period, we expected to enforce 
peace on the world. 


We are not condoning the behaviour of 
other nations who, following in our footsteps, 
undertook to acquire their own atomic 
arsenals, But on this anniversary, it is neces- 
sary that we should be concerned with our 
own conduct and look into our own hearts. 


Smug attitude 


There has never been anything like a 
national repentance for the crime of Hiro- 
shima. Our attitude is still largely one of self- 
righteousness and smugness. We do not doubt, 
for example, that other peoples such as Com- 
munists and “ neutrals” will have to experience 
considerable moral change—conversion, per- 
haps—if there is to be ce. But in our case 
many Americans consider that all that is neces- 
sary is that we should continue to be much the 
same as we have been and are. We want to 
be saved from atomic death in some quite 
ordinary, simple, painless way, retaining our 
ease, wealth, and privilege, with no deep-going 
experience of contrition, repentance, and con- 
version. For the most part, the American 


people seems still to be convinced that there 


bombs and biological weapons. 


If we were dealing with an individual vl \ 
had grievously erred and sinned, we would: ' 
see that if he did not undergo the experi 
of repentance and persisted in his sin, he rai 
indeed enjoy a temporary prosperity, but, 
would mean nothing. His sin would find | 
out. Its wages would be—death. i 
Deep down in our hearts we know that | 
cannot be otherwise with a nation and ", 
unless we repent, we shall all likewise pero | 
Let this Tenth Anniversary of Hiroshima, 
be for the American people a day of rer 
tance. Let it be a day to reflect on what! 
means that after visiting atomic death a 
thousands of Japanese in order to disarm wy if 
forever, and writing a pacifist clause into we 
constitution, our government is now et) 
ately engaged in urging rearmament fo 
Japan. Let us realize once and for all that om 
people has a moral right to dro H-bomby | 
another people at any time or for any 168%) 
and let this realisation become the bas!$.9. 
national policy. Let us reflect that the 1" 
which took the initiative in discoverin’ 7 
using atomic power for unprecedented des" igs | 
tion has the responsibility now to Pligg | 
leadership in finding new ways to use 2M fol 
kind of power, the power of love which 4! | 
the healing of the nations. That insig 
be granted to those who understand that- | 


The tumult and the shouting dies: . 

The Captains and the Kings depart: 
Still stands Thine ancient sacrificé 

An humble and a contrite heart. ' 
For heathen heart that puts her trust | 
In reeking tube and iron shard, | 
All valiant dust that build on dt ot 
And guarding, calls not Thee to BY" 
For frantic boast and foolish wore 

Thy mercy on Thy people, Lord: i 
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U.S. group out to 
raise £1000 for 


Trevor Huddleston 


AID to schools in Africa is the special 
project launched by the American 
Mmittee on Africa, an organisation 
formed to spread information on African 
affairs and to help forward progressive 
€velopments in that Continent. 
,_,George M. Houser has recently moved from 
Mls post as Projects Secretary of the American 
Fellowship of Reconciliation to take up the 
Secretaryship of the ACOA. Last year 
Mouser made a lengthy trip through Africa 
trom the West Coast to the Union. He had 
Previously done much work with the Congress 
% Racial Equality in combating racial 
Prejudice in the US and had also founded 
Americans for South African Resistance to 
€Ncourage the non-violent campaign for racial 
Wstice in South Africa. ; 
In a letter on the schools project the Ameri- 
fan Committce writes: 
__, At a time when here in the United States 
‘ttides are being made toward the elimination 
of Segregation in education, we cannot be 


GEORGE HOUSER 


“mindful of the tragic developments in South 
‘Aftica, Fortunately there are some schools in 
South” Africa that are “going it alone’ 
aanicially as long as possible rather than 
York iw the Government’s policy. Their 
Problem is a financial one because up to this 
Me they have received considerable govern- 


Ment subsidy which will now be drasticall 
Urtailed,” : ¥ 


gy he Committee hopes to be able to send 
+000 towards the £3,000 which Father Trevor 
i Uddleston, courageous champion of Africans 
ke Johannesburg, has said he will need to 
“€€p open his school during 1956. The Com- 
iittee will also send, subject to the success of 
. Cir appeal, a further £400 to Adams College 
Mud Inanda Seminary in South Africa, two 
*“Nools under American sponsorship which are 
“using to accept the Union Government’s 
Tacially-biased educational policy. 
There is also a plan to help a Rural Com- 
unity Education Centre in Tsito, on the 
Old Coast, 
Both these projects, particularly vitak at a 
fe when efforts are being made to stifle 
dependent African schools in many places, 
© described in a brochure published by the 
is Mnittee from 28 East 35th St., New York 
— N.Y. 


MILLIONS GET MACARTHUR’S 


“NO MORE WAR” SPEECH 


OVER 17} million people will be reading 
ee “neral MacArthur's “No more war 
bythe speech, made at a banquet sponsored 
Jan the American Legion in Los Angeles on 
Mae ty 26, appears in the June issue of the 
title eizculation Reader’s Digest, under the 
In Can we Outlaw War.” F 
Peat this now famous speech, reported in 
of se. News on February 4, MacArthur spoke 
Parte world’s Icaders: “ They increase pre- 
toy edness by alliances, by distributing re- 
agi’ throughout the world, by feverish 
wevity in developing new an deadlier 
Pons, by applying conscription in times 
by Peace—all of which is instantly matched 
thiy «© Prospective opponent. We are told that 
dou, MCreases the chances of peace—which is 
if ‘ful—and increases the chances of victory 
if the. comes—which would be incontestable 
Por; Other side did not increase in like pro- 
ion, 
You, ate in a new era. The old methods and 
thoy Ons no longer suffice. We must have new 
breaphts, new ideas, new concepts. We must 
Amer; OUt of the strait jacket of the past. 
ac4. Should now proclaim her readiness 
Olish war in concert with the great 
gical of the world. The result might be 


“STOP TESTS” CALL TO 
F BIG THREE 


ton «0 Britain, America and Russia to 
bomb, testing or preparing to test hydrogen 


fects» In view of their terrible genetic 


hand 3 Public Was made in Cardiff ae meng at 
f "st Oc; meeting organised by the Religious 
ue on Aouad the “of Friends (Quakers), A copy of 
Thee t rd Of wn. tion was sent to the. governments 
pe ar & ® three powers and to UNO. | 


LAURENCE HOUSMAN 
IS 909 ON MONDAY 


Celebrations at Street 


AURENCE HOUSMAN, playwright, grand old man of the 
British pacifist movement and a member of the Board of 
Peace News, Ltd., celebrates his ninetieth birthday on Monday. 
The occasion will be marked in Street, the smal! Somerset- 
shire town (pop. 5.000) which is his home, at a social gathering 
in the canteen of Elmhurst Grammar School. 


After coffee and birthday cake, Laurence 
Housman will give a reading and Kenneth 
Hudson of the BBC’s Bristol studio will offer 
birthday congratulations. A performance of 
“ Stars and Strikes,” will follow, by the Street 
Players, the dramatic section of the Street 
Society of Arts. 


Roger Clarke, a Quaker, and a member of 
the well-known shoe manufacturing company 
will preside. 

A report and pictures will appear in Peace 
News next week. 


Greetings from the PPU 


Stuart Morris, General Secretary of 
Peace Pledge Union, writes: 


I would like to add an affectionate tribute 
to Laurence Housman on the occasion of 
his ninetieth birthday, personally and on 
behalf of the National Council of the Peace 
Pledge Union. 

I have been privileged to enjoy the friend- 
ship of Laurence for over twenty years and 
I have very happy memories of his inspiration 
and help in the carly days of the PPU. It 


the 


was natural for Dick Sheppard to ask him to 
be one of the original Sponsors, as it was 
natural for one with Laurence Hfousman's long 
record of association with all progressive 
movements to give the PPU his enthusiastic 
support. It may not be generally known that 
when Dick Sheppard died Laurence Housman 
enabled me to carry on full-time work for 
the PPU without any charge on its funds in 
the interim period by making me an allowance 
equal to the salary which I had been receiving. 
That was only one cxample of his generosity 
and desire to help the PPU. 


We all owe him a debt that cannot be 
discharged in words for the many ways in 
which he has commended pacifism, through his 
writing, his speeches, and the inspiration of 
his personal witness. 


As we join in congratulating him not only 
on reaching his ninetieth birthday, but on the 
way in which he has enriched his day and 
generation and continues to do so in “the 
unexpected years,” we can also congratulate 
ourselves on the honour which his presence 
amongst our sponsors confers on the PPU. 
and on the fact that we can all claim him as 
a fellow-pacifist. 


GO IT, OLD BOY! YOU’VE 
DONE IT WELL! 


By Reginald Reynolds 


To give any brief account of such a pro- 


lific writer as Laurence Housman is, 
of course, an impossiblity. But a 
ninetieth birthday party is not a book- 
reviewers’ rally or a Witches’ Sabbath 
for dramatic critics; so I propose to 
talk about Laurence Housman as a 


person. 


When [ first came to know him, in 1926, he 
was living with his sister, Clemence Hous- 
man, at Strect, in Somerset. Many people 
thought of Miss Housman as a distinguished, 
elderly lady who kept house for her brother. 
Laurence himself was one of the few who 
revered her as a remarkable writer whosc 
worth had never been properly appreciated. 


* + * 


I date my friendship with “ Uncle Laurence” 
(as we called him in those parts) from two 
events which happened about the same time. 
One occurred when the first literary effort 
I ever showed him was returned with a 
comment so derogatory that I admired 
Laurence’s frankness and afterwards knew 
that I could always trust the sincerity of 
his approval. The other was my own 
returning of one of Clemence Housman’s 
books, which I had been lent. I said it was 
better than anything of Laurence's which 
I had ever read: it was, in fact (and still 
remains) the most shattering literary ex- 
perience I have ever had. 


The delight of “ Uncle Laurence,” as I praised 
his sister's work, was something I shall 
never forget. Like most writers, he has his 
pride; but where his elder brother was 
concerned (the Shropshire Lad) or his 
sister's best work, he would always take 
a back seat by preference. So my disparag- 
ing comment was as sound a basis for 
friendship as his criticism of my early work. 
But my preference for Clemence Housman’s 
work did, at least, follow the great admira- 
tion which I had so often expressed for 
Laurence’s creation of “ Juniper and “ St. 


Francis.” 


> because it is my considered 
e St. Francis of Laurence'’s 
is a character of creative 
imagination, whom I much prefer to. his 
historical prototype. As to Juniper,” he 
is almost wholly a Laurencian character, and 
one of his most lovable inventions. 


I say “ creation’ 
opinion that th 
“Little Plays’ 


* bd “4 


ds my connection with 


From 1929 onwar pe 
i ersonal and political. 

ae ‘had eaatiad ardent advocate of 
urence Seem boy. He 


% il I 
Women's Suffrage vacifst: but his inclina- 


had also become liti 
; political controversy or 
tion was not bar ar was that fact which 


eke Ree gince as a controversialist 


doubly admirable. 


upporter of Gandhi's 
Og anode oe Tied friend to the 
aims and Mar Movement, and the War 
No More national ; and finally—when 


Reset friend. Dick Sheppard founded the 
Peace Pledge Union- 


one of the most active 


and prominent 
organisation. 


this 


members of new 


About that time Laurence’s financial position 
suddenly improved. A wealthy relative of 
mine had once said (apropos of Laurence 
and with an ironical glance in my direction) 
that the only writers he respected were the 
writers of large cheques. “ Uncle Laurence ” 
suddenly became one of these writers; and 
the large cheques he wrote went in all 
directions. He was so generous that he was 
soon quite poor again, which was what 
he wanted. Good causes were among the 
principal beneficiaries of his many gifts, 


* * * 


This sudden wealth came, of course, from 
the production of Victoria REGINA in Lon- 
don, Paris and New York. (Laurence had 
met me one day in London with the words: 
“The Victorian Age is over at last. In 
one weck the Crystal Palace has been burned 
down, Edward has announced that he will 
marry Mrs. Simpson, and my plays on Queen 
Victoria are to be licensed.”) The sucessful 
dramatist, who continued to live very 
simply, allowed himself two luxuries. One 
was a flat in Bayswater, as he considered 
that he had business enough in London to 
justify it—his “business” including, of 
course, public meetings and meetings of the 
PPU Council. I was invited to share the use 
of his flat and saw more of Laurence, as a 
result, than I had done for many years. His 
other luxury was first-class travel, which 
enabled him to use long journcys tor work, 
with a little comfort. 


But, though he was at that time giving away 
money lavishly, the simplicity of his own 
standards can be illustrated by a charactcris- 
tic story. One day I ragged him about his 
habit of walking, even in the worst weathcr, 
rather than taking a taxi. He stood his 
ground, but I thought I had cornered him 
when LI referred to his first-class travel: 
Then came the reply—unexpected, yet so 
typical of ‘“‘ Uncle Laurence”: “If there was 
one of those beastly things in the corner 
of my first-class carriage, ticking up the 
extra cost in threepences, 1 couldn’t face it. 
I should travel third.” A cheque for three 
hundred pounds was easy to part with, so 
long as Laurence had it to spare. But not 
threepence. Anybody who knew him well 
would see that point at once. 


* * * 


More than most people I have reason to be 
grateful to the man whose birthday will be 
celebrated locally, in Strect, and all over the 
country by those who have enjoyed his 
plays, admired his poctry, read with delight 
his novels (especially, perhaps, the satirical 
ones) or shared with him the struggle for a 
better and happier world. He no longer 
gets about the country, as he did until 
recent years; but his pen is still active and 
I realised, from a_ letter received this 
summer, that his sense of humour is as keen 
as it ever was. I hope, when he reads this, 
that he will laugh again at his own sly 
comment on first-class travel. To adapt a 
well-known passage in his VICTORIA REGINA, 
my irreverent greeting for this great occasion 
is: Go it, old boy! You've done it well! 


He hates flattery, and I haven’t used any. He’s 
one of the few for whom the Emperor’s 
Clothes arc raiment cnough—bare truth is 
his due and redounds to his credit. 


ST ae 
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“YPOLEMICS AND “SPENCE “™% 


TPHE art of polemics (dispu- 

_ tations in politics or 
religion) seems to have been 
dying out. That is what has 
made our General Elections 
an! our church conferences so 
dull these days. There has been 
little room for strenuous ideas 


PN 


' FUND 
oe minds to advocate Pe 


But the situation need not remain so. If the 
kind of discussions now going on in the pacifist 
movement could be taken out into wider cir- 
cles, some interest might be put back into our 
politics and our retigion. People might find it 
more entertaining than television even! Or 
more inspiring—which wouldn't be difficult. 

One of the functions of Peace News is to 
Provide a forum for discussion on important 
issues of the day. Freedom of thought is funda- 
mental to peace and peace-making. 

Your contributions to the PN Fund this half- 
year have been encouraging. You can help to 
ensure that PN continues to serve its cause of 
peace and freedom by seeing to it that the Fund 
figures are as healthy at the end of the year 
as they are now. 


TOM WARDLE. 
Contributions since July 1: £27 13s. Sd. 
Total since January 1, 1955: £990 7s. 9d. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley, Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


The shocked young lady said— 


You mustn’t take 
Christianity that far ! 


Peace News correspondent 
Degny 


MPue pacifist open-air poster exhibition on 

the Market Place could not be missed ; 
the sun added lustre to its brilliance, and 
children chanted the anti-war slogans as 
though to benefit the blind. 


One young lady (a real charmer to look at!) 
decided it was all “a blind,” “another Com- 
munist venture,” and she stayed to argue 
awhile. 


Supposing her to be a regular church at- 
tender we suggested that Jesus Christ would 
not disagree with what the posters had to say, 
but she responded “Good heavens, you mustn't 
take Christianity that far!” Perhaps it was 
her good looking sclf that drew a crowd, for 
we found ourselves with a friendly host formed 
into an unexpected and informal discussion 
group. 


A young Salvationist walked round the stand 
which displayed no less than twenty-one 
posters and had something quite different to 
say. “ You're quite, right,” he said in humble 
voice, ‘I’m convinced that the more one 
grows in the Faith, the more convinced must 
one become of the rightness of the pacifist 
osition.” Another young man wanted to 
now more about conscientious objection and 
many helped themselves to leaflets and Peace 
News. Few declined to have the leaflets 
offered to them, very few of which were 
thrown away, and none of which were torn up 
then and there. 


As the day drew on, ‘Alec Lea was able to 
bring his poster-dressed Land Rover and 
caravan to ihe Market Place, and these added 
to the gencral interest. 


The Land Rover bonnet served well as a 
platform for Alec Lea, Frederick Forder and 
Tony Allwright, and a large crowd gathered 
for the open-air meeting. A young man, a 
stranger, asked to speak, and he told the 
crowd of the situation today in Germany from 
where he had just returned. He spoke as a 
National Service man, but it was obvious 
that he had for some time felt the pacifist 
challenge. 


We all felt encouraged. We were aware of 
the general feeling, hecklers excepted, that a 
new way must be found to deal with inter- 
national problems, 


Time reviews pacifist pamphlet 


rpiME magazine reported recently on the 
“ publication of the American Quaker 
pamphlet, “Speak Truth to Power.” 

In objective language, which included some 
important quotations from the pamphlet, Time 
defined the basic argument. “Speak Truth 
to Power” is the fourth of a scries of key 
documents published by the American Friends 
Service Committee since the commencement 
of the cold war, but is particularly significant 
in that, as Time put it, “its stand on pacifism 
is more radical than any of its predecessors.” 
It is available from Housman’s Bookshop, 
price 1s. 9d. post free. 


Eleven said “lets produce 
the bomb” 


a MPUAt this country is justified in produc- 

ing the atom bomb,” was the motion 
carried by eleven to six, with several absten- 
tions, at the Brighton and Hove Debating 
Society mecting on May 3! 


Mr. Lane, proposing the motion said that 
Britain could not abolish the bomb while 
others were producing it, and that the only 
way to stop war is to make it so infernal 
that no one will venture to start it. 


Opposing the motion, Mr. S. J. Looker said, 
“More than 130,000 casualties among a 
population of 300,000 cannot be regarded with 
equanimity. And that was the result of one 
atom bomb, We have no justification for 
waging war on innocent children, and the pos- 
sible effects of the hydrogen bomb on future 
generations is disturbing research scientists. 
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Pioneers of the new Africa—2. 


ALEC D 


ICKSON 


By Reginald Reynolds 


DID not meet Alec Dickson on my 

- African journey. His work at that time 

was in a part of the Continent which | 

did not visit. But I had heard of Dickson 

and what I was told had made me curious 
to know more about his work. 


I had recently become interested in work 
camps and even more recently in Africa. The 
idea of applying the work camp method to 
the solution of some African problems had 
been buzzing in my brain from Cairo to Cape 
Town. It was not an original idea: some 
people I met were already trying it out, and 
there were others of whom I heard stories, 
Onc of these seemed to be an almost legendary 
character, and that was Alec Dickson, 


Soon after my return to England, in 1953, 
Dickson rang me up. I had not heard he was 
in London and was very surprised to find that 
he cven knew my name, let alone my interests 
and my “secret” telephone number. We met 
the same morning, with Mrs. Dickson, who 
had shared fully in the arduous life of her 
husband, in West Africa. From that time to 
the present day we have enjoyed the exchange 
of idcas by correspondence and met when it 
was possible. 


Alec Dickson is not a pacifist nor is he an 
anti-imperialist, but we found much common 
ground and I have Icarned a great deal from 
him, in spite of many disagreements on 
fundamental points. 


Dickson was educated at Rugby and New 
College, Oxford. He wanted to be a foreign 
correspondent and joined the editorial staff 
of the Yorkshire Post, which he left for the 
Daily Telegraph in 1937. But at Oxford he 
had already come under the influence of Sir 
Alexander Paterson, a man whose name is 
well known to all who were concerned with 
penal reform in the years before the war. 
"A.P."" interested Dickson in social work, 
especially among young pcople. This interest, 
pursued originally as a spare time voluntary 
occupation, was eventually to shape Alec 
Dickson’s career. 


By 1938 he had become dissatisfied with 
journalism. Essentially a man of action, he 
felt then that he was merely a spectator writ- 
ing about events in which he wanted to play 
an active part. Those were the stirring days 
of “Munich;” and Dickson spent most of 
that winter in Czechoslovakia, trying to help 
Social Democrats from the Sudetenland. Later, 
during the war, he volunteered for army ser- 
vice in Africa. He travelled widely in East | 
and Central Africa, mainly in connection with 
a special assignment which gave him unusual 
opportunities to know and appreciate Africans; 
and before he returned to Europe he had 
been for a short time Adviser on Social 
Welfare to the Government of Uganda. 


In less than two years he was back in 
Africa—this time with the task of inaugurat- 
ing a Mass Education Scheme in the Gold 
Coast. Into his 33 years he had packed an 
amazing variety of experience, of which I 
have only given the briefest outline. Even his 
vacations as an undergraduate had been spent 
abroad, always studying and observing. He 
had seen youth organisations at work in many 
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countries, noting the dangers as well as the 
possible advantages inherent in them. He had, 
for example, closely observed the Hitler 
Youth and Arbeitsdienst. He knew what he 
wanted to achieve, how to achieve it and what 
to avoid. But cach situation had in it new 
ingredients, and the Gold Coast was to test 
once more his adaptability. 

The word “adaptability,” when applied to 
Alec Dickson, may make some pcople smile. 
His superiors in administration have not 
always found him easy-going, especially when 
faced by bureaucratic stupidity. In the Gold 
Coast he was, at first, so frustrated by the 
attitude of the Government that he complained 
to the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies and protested to the Governor. Some 
awkward questions relating to the dispute 
were asked in the House of Commons. There 
was, of course, no proof as to who had briefed 
the questioners; but when the campaign 


NIGERIA’S MPs LEAD THEIR PEOPLE TO WORK. Holding a pick-axe (shaver | 


headed, centre) is Mallam Dauda Haruna, 
Nigeria, 


Colonial Secretary. Holding a rock is Assistant Education Secretary, Afrikpo Nativé 


resulted in an allocation of £40,000 for 
Dickson’s work he found that he had won a 
Pyrrhic victory by “shooting it out” with the 
local bureaucracy. Yet there was essential 
adaptability in Alec’s approach; for, if his 
superiors often found him stubborn and 
intransigent, Africans came to regard him as 
a friend—and to win African friendship a 
European must be adaptable. 


ll 
| 


In London once I had the pleasure of 
introducing Alec Dickson to Alick Nkhata, 
the African singer. I saw then how easily 
and quickly Dickson could become friendly 
with an African, but realised that it was 
hardly a fair test, as Alick Nkhata is himself 
so warm-hearted and likeable. But I have 
before me now the record of Alec Dickson’s 
last job, from 1951 to 1954, at Man O’ War 
Bay, British Cameroons. Much of that record 
consists of letters from young Africans who 
attended Dickson’s training courses there. 
These letters contain much information, from 
which it is possible to form some idea of 
the value of Dickson’s work. His comments 
on them are the measure of his relationship 
with the writers—remarks characterised by a 
frankness which is only possible between 
people who thoroughly understand one 
another. 

Alec had originally applied for a transfer 
from the Gold Coast to escape the “stone- 
walling” of administrators. He met, at first, 
a similar opposition in Nigeria and the 
Cameroons (due to the natural fear which all 
Colonia! Administrations have of any effort 
to arouse popular enthusiasm, and particularly 


A BORSTAL EXPERIMENT 


From Jone Burgess 


FINHE Peace Pledge Union Education Com- 
4 mission meeting had an opportunity of 
learning first-hand from a Borstal governor 
recently, that Borstal may actually send out 
better citizens than grow up under normal 
conditions. 


One would hardly, indeed, think of a Borstal 
sentence as giving a boy the chance of a life- 
time but Alan Roberton who came from the 
North Sea Laep to talk to the Education 
Commission spoke quite simply of a boy’s 
stay at the Camp as an opportunity to sort 
out his life against a regular background and 
find out exactly what he 1s asking of it. 


At North Sea Camp boys between 18 and 
20, of less than average intelligence, work in 
open conditions at land reclamation on the 
Lincolnshire coast. About half are what may 
be called true delinquents where there has 
been a break-up of the home or serious 
emotional crises; the rest are delinquents 
rather by accident. Government rules lay 
down that the Staff shall enlist the boys’ 
willing co-operation and Mr. Roberton made 
it abundantly clear that the attitude of the 
staff to the boys is of primary importance. 
From the very start the boy is accepted at 
the Camp as of equal status with the staff. 
No moral judgment is passed on him; he is 
treated as a responsible being who has to 
build up his own scale of values and standard 


ADULT EDUCATION 


The Pathology of Adult Education, by Eric 
Ashby. William F, Harvey Memorial 
Lecture. Belfast, privately printed. 


"PHERE is no doubt of the need for adult 

education in “a world noisy with the 
organs of mass communication and riddled 
with propaganda.” How far do the Workers’ 
Educational Association and other bodies 
actually manage to act as an antidote? Dr. 
Ashby’s main plea is that initiative should 
remain with voluntary groups. He is severely 
critical of authoritarian adult education 
organisers, 


“A clever organiser with a history tutor 
on his hands may persuade the citizens of 
Chipping Camden that they do not really 
want a class in biology, they want one on 
Queen Victoria : but (make no mistake) that 
very persuasion will to some extent have 
injured the mainspring of voluntaryism in 
adult education in Chipping Camden.” 


To strengthen the local branch against the 
despotic organiser, Dr. Ashby suggests the 
establishment of permanent non-residential 
centres for adult education, even if this only 
amounts to a room attached to the village 
school. The idea is a good one, and should 
interest the next Labour Government. 


of living, and every care is taken by members 
of the staff to go out of their way to impress 
this upon the boy. Whereas institutional life 
tends only too easily to remove authority and 
responsibility from the child, at North Sea 
Camp a boy is encouraged to form and express 
opinions of his own and weckly discussion 
classes in the first month of his stay give him 
the chance to say what he thinks about his 
sentence in a reasoning and not condemning 
atmosphere. Criticism at the beginning is 
carefully avoided but once friendly relations 
are established and a boy begins to open out 
it is possible to lead him to a detached view 
of himself whereby his behaviour can be con- 
demned without destroying his belief in his 
essential sclf. Punishment becomes irrelevant: 
the important thing is that the boy can be 
brought face to face with his misdeeds and 
left to sort things out. Two other points of 
equal importance in maintaining the status of 
equality and personal responsibility are that 
no decision is ever taken without the boy’s 
consent and that at the monthly discharge 
board meeting a boy has the right to come 
in and if he wishes make a contribution to the 
discussion. 


In the course of the discussion which fol- 
lowed his talk Mr. Roberton said that the 
greatest single cause of misbehaviour is the 
threat of National Service: the excuse a boy 
makes is that he doesn’t like_being ‘“ shoved 
around ” despite the fact that National Service 
leaves him more contacts with civilian life 
than Borstal. A check over a four-year period 
shows that six or seven of every ten who have 
passed through North Sea Camp do not come 
up before the courts again; after the initial 
mishap they have found a place for themselves 
in society and justify the faith reposed in 
them. But were the measure of success even 
less, Mr. Roberton declared with an insistence 
which put many of us to shame, that any 
lowering of ideals would be fatal: the least 
he can do in a shifting world is to give the 
boys something to cling to, the certainty 
of faith in themselves and their final 
responsibility. 

For those who heard Mr. Roberton’s talk, 
figures of land reclamation will henceforth 
take on a double meaning. It is clear that 
more than land is being reclaimed on that 
open Lincolnshire coast. We came away with a 
varied picture of a community of faith in a 
doubting world which recalled strangely the 
monastic settlements in those other dark ages. 


FOOTNOTE: Harrap has just published, 
under the title of “By Courtesy of the 
Criminal” a study of juvenile delinquency 
by Mr. C. A. Joyce see eal of the Cots- 
wold Approved School) with whom Mr. 
Roberton worked, 


In 1953 he attended the Nigerian Constitutional Talks in London with thé 
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HEN Ron Huzzard says that the Peace 

Pledge Union scems to be no further 
advanced than when Dick Sheuuard was alive, 
* presume he is referring to the fact that it 
fakes no direct part in politics. As I under- 
stand the position, the PPU exists to convert 
individuals to pacifism and to keep a registry 
of them, and I think it has done and is stil 
doing these jobs very well. The fact that it 
Gees not engage directly in politics does not 
Mean that it is backward, but merely that 
Political action is not part of its work. 


Many of us who took part in the last 
flection feel that the time has now arrived 
When political action is essential and it is to 
Meet this necd that the Fellowship Party has 
been created. Its job is in the political field 
and it is open for pacifists who think that this 
18 the right course to join and put their hearts 
4nd souls into the tremendous task ahead. 

ey can also belong to other existing pacifist 
Stganisations, for they do not engage in direct 
Palitical action, which is not part of their 


To those pacifists who still cling to the 
prlining Labour Party, I would like to quote 
Ick Sheppard when he said “The Labour 
7 arty was not the answer.” And, of course, he 
has been proved right. Yet some pacifists 
Still place other issues before their pacifism 
-Y temaining in the Labour Party. How 
ludicrous it is to imagine that the Party which 
'Ntroduced peace time conscription, agreed 
chin the dropping of atom bombs on Hiro- 
Shima and Nagasaki, and adopted the manu- 
sacture of nuclear weapons in this country— 
a while they were overwhelmingly the largest 


\ Party in the House—will ever perform such 
| 4 Political “ about face” as to adopt a pacifist 


Policy? 

Men of principle are no longer allowed to 
Vote according to their conscience, if they are 
© remain in the Labour Party. The ol 
Sparkle has gone for ever and in its place is 
leadaPitalism of the Trade Unions, whose 
busts, Now command more power than any 
Usiness men. 

What is badly needed in politics today is the 
ppurit of fellowship. the knowledge that a 
tly is working for a just cause, strict 
“erence to Chrisiian and moral principles, 
@ the determination not to be deflected from 
Sing and saying what one believes to be 


Tight, 
ERIC FENNER, 
General Secretary. 
The Fellowship Party, 
14 Parkgate Rd., S.W.I1. 
* * 
HOPE that Ivan Geffen’s stimulating 
article (PN July 1) will be widely discussed, 
that discussion will lead to action, Al- 
though my views are similar to Mr. Geffen’s 
{like “him I am an ex-member of the Labour 
Party who left it because of its intolerance) 
1am Not convinced that it is necessary to form 
‘Nother political party, but a new political 
Vement is most certainly needed. 
the '¢ Election results have served to obscure 
Me fact that there already exists a strong 
i l¢ opinion in favour of renunciation of 
Ne H-bomb. Shortly before the Election a 
"ws Chronicle Gallup Poll showed that 53% 
on; voters (or 62% of those with definite 
navions) believed that Britain should not 
ake the Bomb. Yet Sir Richard Acland 
tained under 14% of the votes cast, and 
ler anti-Bomb candidates fared worse. 
the Gallup Poll, not the Election Poll, 
+ c48ures the true opinion of the country. If 
Ge tight methods are adopted now the popular 
[ire for renunciation of the Bomb can be 
arnessed as a political force for peace. The 
4Y to do this is not to set up a new national 
Party, which would at best receive the support 
4 small minority, but to form an association 
mt local groups, each independent and each 
qponsible for political action in any con- 
th peneY in the area covered by its member- 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
The Labour Party controversy 


they should put questions, through the Party 
organisations, to prospective Parliamentary 
candidates in each constituency on the H- 
bomb and other issues relevant to peace 
through conciliation. 

Elections should be fought only where: 

(a) there is little to choose between the 

replies of the prospective Party candi- 
dates ; and 

(b) an alternative candidate is available 

who is acceptable to the group and who 
has a personality likely to attract the 
voter. 

I am sure that peace groups outside the 
Labour Party could exert a great deal of in- 
fluence on it if they were prepared when 
necessary to support Independent candidates. 
In a large number of constituencies the present 
Labour MP or prospective candidate deserves 
the support of the peace movement, which 
should do what it can to strengthen him in 
the conflict between his beliefs and his obliga- 
tion to submit to Party decisions. 

S. W. GREEN, 

43 Wulfstan Way, 

Cambridge. 


* * 


Ld 

J SHARE the feeling of most of your con- 

tributors on the need for a new political 
party but the practical difficulties are 
enormous; money might be obtained but 
publicity and audiences denied. Most of your 
correspondents underestimate these difficulties 
and are far too optimistic when they speak 
in terms of winning Parliamentry seats. 

The task of such a new party would be to 
revitalise our political life by establishing 
honesty, integrity and conscience as the criteria 
of political life and matching these qualities 
with a programme both practicable and imagi- 
native and devoid of much of the dogma and 
myth that handicaps Socialist thought. 

But before such a party could be established 
as a contestant for Parliamentry power it 
would have to make itself felt at the local 
level. I am certain that local politics would 
give this party the opportunity to prove itself 
and to demonstrate its ability. One member 
of such a party in a local Council should be 
enough to revolutionise the work of the 
Council. If a new party begins at the bottom 
it will be making the right start for it will 
not be founded on vague or grandiose hopes 
but on a realistic assessment of the needs of 
the country and of the possibilities of action. 


CAMPBELL WILKIE. 
* * * 


12 Baldric Rd., 
Glasgow, W.3. 
MPHE truth which pacifists have been all too 
~~ slow to grasp is that pacifism is a way of 
life which carries with it political, economic, 
cultural and moral implications and obliga- 
tions, for which reason it is easily side-tracked 
and rendered impotent. 

One consequence of this lack is that pacifists 
are always waiting for things te turn up. They 
merely look for certain symptoms in the body 
politic and then prescribe the stock remedies, 
many of which have become almost proprie- 
tary brands. 

The time has come to turn one’s attention 
from symptoms to causes, for we have entered 
one of those periods when fundamental 
changes in the lite and ends of persons and 
of nations can alone save civilisation from 
collapse. 

The Labour Party has reached a dead end. 
The Socialist ideal of the early pioneers has 
become the Welfare state, which is already 
degenerating into the Ilfare state. 

The whole trend of industrialism during the 
last fifty years has been to robotise the human 
erson, and to compensate him for his spiritual 
osses by increased cash. 

Workers’ control of industry with high 
quality production and lofty conceptions of 
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working for the common good, is now a spent 
dream, Nationalisation has lost its social 
content. All that now matters is money, which 
socialists and capitalists alike accept as the 
sole incentive in industry. 

The idol of this new materialism is auto- 
mation. It has given the US six times more 
cars than the rest of the world put together. 
This sets the pace and gives the cue to the 
devotees of progress in the West. Thus we 
British are told that by 1980 the toll of our 
cars will have quadrupled. What of road 
deaths, and the effects on our food production 
of the construction of 1,000 miles of new 
arterial roads on which cars may speed at 70 
miles an hour? 

This example foreshadows a rabid conflict 
for the earth’s resources, and thus for export 
markets. Those who succeed will dominate the 
earth, and those who lose will go Communist. 
Under the impulses of this new materialism, 
with its devouring economics, can we expect 
a spirit of sharing among the nations? 

It is these devouring economies, with their 
expanding material demands, group struggles 
for differentials and class struggles for political 
power, that will determine the politics, includ- 
ing the issue of war and peace in the future. 
They constitute the politics and the way of life 
of the economic man. The way of peace is 
the way of life of creative man, whose culture 
will insure that material ends and means sub- 
serve spiritual ends and means. 

Unless our pacifism and our politics are 
rooted in a way of life which unifies every 
part of man's being they will be futile. It rarely 
happens that an organisation is able to make 
fundamental changes in its policies and aims 
and survive. Whether the Labour Party or the 
Peace Pledge Union can do that remains to be 


seen, 
WILFRED WELLOCK. 
Orchard Lea, 
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JD ISHEARTENED by the Right-Wing 

leadership's attitude towards Sir Richard 
Acland, its dictatorship towards the Liverpool 
Constituency Party in the democratic choice 
of a candidate, and its past behaviour at 
Annual Conferences, I am taking steps to dis- 
continue representing my Trade Union Branch 
as Delegate to the Coventry North Labour 
Party. 

{ am in entire agreement with the Manifesto 
of the London Christian Party (Now 
the Fellowship Party—Ed.) as outlined by 
Loverseed, Fenner, Mallone, and others, and 
shall endeavour to help to the best of my 
ability. 

A Labour Party which believes in H-bomb 
manufacture is not the Party for me. 

W. J. ELLIS. 

94 Dallington Rd., 

Coventry. 


The Third Way 


WHE war in which we find ourselves today is 
between two . diametrically opposed 
theories—capitalism v, Communism. The very 
nature of each ideology allows no compromise; 
Communists will hear no rot about the indi- 
vidual’s right to use any means for a pron, 
and capitalists will have no part of a socicty 
in which a man’s identity is sacrificed to the 
mass. As the psychological and military power 
of each system grows, the tension increases ; 
everyone is forced to make a decision as to 
which is the side of justice and liberty-— 
which side he will join. Recently, however, 
there has arisen a Third Way, opposed to 
these two extremes of philosophy and head- 
quarters for all who would change society 
(eliminate imperialism, poverty and war and 
replace them with freedom, prosperity and 
peace). This movement, unfortunately, lacks 
one essential—it does not have a clear under- 
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standing of its own prejudices, shortsighted- 
ness and sclf-interests. 

For instance, one of its avowed purposes is 
lo create a “neutral bloc,” especially con- 
sidering Germany. As long as both the USA 
and USSR are fighting for absolute control 
of their respective halves, the Third Way is 
justified in firmly standing alone. But when 
one of the nations announces its desire for a 
neutral Germany and the other violently 
rejects the idea, what is the position of the 
Third Way? Can it still be equally opposed 
to both sides? If it is truly a Third Way: i.e, 
not only negatively uncommitted psychologi- 
cally, emotionally or intellectually to either 
side, but positively committed to a definite 
programme, it cannot. 

(Miss) D. M. RUTGER. 

1861 Morton Ave., 

Los Angeles 26, California, 


Communists and pacifists 


REV. KENNETH RAWLINGS (PN June 

10) is confused over a practical way of 
life because he is part-blind on the question 
of the vices to which mankind is so much 
given. 

1 wonder what attitude he takes to drunken- 
ness. Hle will there perhaps admit that the 
incbriate, however charming a person other- 
wise, is most unreliable in business and 
practical dealings, because too frequently 
under the influence of drink. The inveterate 
drinker who pledges himself never to drink 
again will not only sce his health improve, 
but likewise will meet with more success in 
his dealings with most people. 

Who more than a clergyman should look 
upon the taking of human life as a vice? 
Most religions call it a sin, perhaps the most 
deadly. The civil code classes it a crime, 
perhaps the worst of all. 

When carried out en masse as in war, many 
psychologists, Havelock Ellis for instance, call 
It the poison most pernicious to mankind. 
Many people are such strict observers of the 
civil code and of the moral teaching of 
religion and psychology that they oppose war 
at large, where murder is carried out on such 
a vast scale, and in our days quite indiscrimi- 
nately. 

As an opponent of the last two wars, I 
welcome any effort anyone makes to oppose 
preparations for a third. 1 welcome all, no 
matter what their political party or religious 
creed, But present day opponents of war are, 
nevertheless, divided into two groups. 

On the one hand are those who will never 
think the vice of murder justified. On the 
other are people who may, at any moment, 
once more run amok as previously they have 
done, whether as Communists, or Tories or 
any other creed. 

If we are to avoid a new orgy of impatience 
and intolerance-—-which is precisely what war 
is — people who dread this no doubt final 
devastation for mankind, must be free from 
the vice of murder. A small section of the 
Labour Party who are professed pacifists has 
come to understand this. I look upon them 
as pioneers. For should every party, sect or 
whatnot, in every country, sort itself out 
into members who renounce murder and those 
who don’t, we may soon have enough cool 
heads in various sections of mankind to 
oppose war preparattons—-nay, war at large— 
in a truly effective way. Failing such sorting, 
I, for one, persist in having much misgivings. 

FRANCOISE DELISLE. 

26 Aysgarth Rd., S.E.21, 


A World Citizen 


wit regard to the conditional exemption 

granted to Michael Maybury reported 
in your last issue, your contributor should have 
mentioned that one of the grounds upon which 
he claimed exemption was that he had taken 
the pledge of the Commonwealth of World 


Citizens. 
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WHERE WILL 


survival than in the open. In a cellar or 
basement or in a ground floor room with 
bricked-up windows, he would be entirely safe. 
But what would a householder do if, whilst in 
his cellar, he had his roof or top story fired 
by the heat flash of a bomb exploding 15 
miles away? 

“Is he to go up on the roof, put out the 
fire and receive a lethal dose of radiation,” 
asked Mr. Smith, “or does he just stay 
inside and get burnt to death ? 


“That is just what would happen with an 
H-bomb. It is something that can occur 1,000 
times over.” 

Mr. Smith continued, “ However strong 2 
fire service we have anywhere we can never 
hope to extinguish or cope with all the fires 
we shall get. If we ever have these bombs 
we can only hope to do our best, and the 
government must understand we can only 
cope with a certain part of the problem and 
by no means the whole of it.” 

The Government realised that an eflicient 
fire service was the backbone of any civil 
defence organisation, and was alive to the 
manpower problem. A new training centre in 
Lancashire would be taking over 500 Class H 
reservists a fortnight, and it was hoped that 
10,000 men would pass through it in a year. 

In the event of H-bomb warfare, the service 
would have to rely on emergency water. 

“The Government will have an extremely 
djfficult decision to make one day,” he said. 
“They will have to make a start on water, and 


The Scientists?’ H-bomb Statement 


N the tragic situation which confronts 

humanity, we feel that scientists should 
assemble in conference to appraise the perils 
that have arisen as a result of the development 
of weapons of mass destruction, and to discuss 
a resolution in the spirit of the appended 
draft. 


We are speaking on this occasion, not as 
members of this or that nation, continent or 
creed, but as human beings, members of the 
species Man, whose continued existence is in 
doubt. The world is full of conflicts; and, 
over-shadowing all minor conflicts, the titanic 
struggle between Communism and anti-Com- 
munism. 


Almost everybody who is politically con- 
scious has strong feelings about one or more 
of these issues; but we want you, if you can, 
to set aside such feelings and consider your- 
selves only as members of a biological species 
which has had a remarkable history, and 
whose disappearance none of us can desire. 

We Fails try to say no single word which 
should appeal to one group rather than to 
another. All, equally, are in peril, and, if 
the peril is understood, there is hope that 
they may collectively avert it. 

We have to learn to think in a new way. 
We have to learn to ask ourselves, not what 
steps can be taken to give military victory to 
whatever group we _ prefer, for there 
no longer are such steps; the question. we 
have to ask ourselves is: what steps can be 
taken to prevent a military contest of which 
the issue must be disastrous to all parties? 

The general public and even many, men in 
position of authority, have not realised what 
would be involved in a war with nuclear 
bombs. The general public still thinks in terms 
of the obliteration of cities. It is understood 
that the new bombs are more powerful than 
the old, and that, while one A-bomb could 
obliterate Hiroshima, one H-bomb could 
obliterate the largest cities, such as London, 
New York and Moscow. 

No doubt in an H-bomb war great cities 
would be obliterated. But this is one of the 
minor disasters that would have to be faced. 
If everybody in London, New York and Mos- 
cow were exterminated the world might, in the 
course of a few centuries, recover from the 
blow, But we now know, especially since the 
Bikini test, that nuclear bombs can gradually 
Spiers destruction over a very much wider area 
than had been supposed. 

It is stated on very good authority that a 
bomb can now be manufactured which will 
be 2,500 times as powerful as that which 
destroyed Hiroshima. 

Such a bomb, if exploded near the ground 
or under water, sends radio-active particles into 
the upper air, They sink gradually and reach 
the surface of the earth in the form of a 
deadly dust or rain. It was this dust which 
infected the Japanese fishermen and their catch 
o 2 

No one knows how-widely-such lethal-radio~ 
active ticles might be diffused, but the best 
authorities are unanimous in saying that a war 
with H-bombs might quite possibly put an end 
to the human race. It is feared that if many 
H-bombs are used there will be universal death 
sudden only for a minority, but for the 
majority a slow torture_of disease and-disinte- 
gration. 

Many warnings have been uttered by emi- 
nent met. of science and by authorities in 
military strategy. None of them will say that 
the worst results are certain. What they do 
say, is that these results are possible, and no 
one can be sure that they will not be realised. 
We have not yet found that the views of 
experts on this question depend in any degree 
upon their politics or prejudices. They depend 
only, so far as our researches have revealed, 
upon the extent of the particular expert's 
knowledge. We have found that the men who 
know most are the most gloomy. 

Here, then, is the problem which we present 
to you, stark and dreadful, and inescapable: 
Shall we put an end to the human race: or 
shall mankind renounce war? People will not 
face this alternative because it is so difficult 
to abolish war. 

The abolition of war will demand distaste- 
ful limitations of national sovereignty. But 
what perhaps impedes understanding of the 
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THAMES BE? 


—Fire Chief 


they can only do that when, in their opinion, 
the threat of war is a real one. 

*I have argued with them about this and 
have told them that you cannot hope to 
provide the smount of water we should 
need in a matter of weeks, I doubt if it could 
be provided in months.” 


Where will the Thames be ? 


Mr. Smith was asked whether the country’s 
canal system would be of use as a potential 
source of emergency water. He answered that 
this would be radioactive, and firemen would 
not be allowed near it.” 

“An H-bomb on London might even tem- 
porarily alter the course of the River Thames,” 
he said, and pointed out that canal banks 
would certainly be burst in the explosion. 


TOM WARDLE 


Tom WARDLE has accepted a call to the 
pastorate of Underbank Chapel, Stanning- 
ton, Sheffield, as a Unitarian student pastor 
and will be leaving Peace News next week. 
In London last Tuesday Tom Wardle gave 
a talk on his impressions of the USA gained 
during a recent lecture tour. A report will 
appear in Peace News next week. 
Announcing this move to the meeting, 
Robert Greacen, the chairman, said that he 
had greatly appreciated Tom Wardle’s con- 
tributions to the paper and he was glad to 
know that he would continue to write for the 
paper although no longer on the staff. 


situation more than anything else is that the 
term “mankind” feels vague and abstract. 
People scarcely realise in imagination that 
the danger is to themselves and their children 
and their grandchildren, and not only to a 
dimly apprehended humanity. They can 
scarcely bring themselves to grasp that they, 
individually, and those whom they love are 
in imminent danger of perishing agonisingly. 
And so they hope that perhaps war may be 
allowed to continue provided modern weapons 
are prohibited. 

This hope is illusory. Whatever agreements 
not to use H-bombs had been reached in time 
of peace, they would no longer be considered 
binding in time of war, and both sides would 
set to work to manufacture H-bombs as soon 
as war broke out, for, if one side manufac- 
tured the bombs and the other did not, the 
side that manufactured them would inevitably 
be victorious, 

Although an agreement to renounce nuclear 
weapons as part of a general reduction of 
armaments* would not afford an ultimate 
solution, it would serve certain important pur- 
poses. First: any agreement between East 
and West is to the good in so far as it tends 
to diminish tension. Second: the abolition 
of thermo-nuclcar weapons, if each side be- 
lieved that the other had carried it out sin- 
cerely, would lessen the fear of a sudden 
attack in the style of Pearl Harbour, which 
at present keeps both sides in a state of ner- 
vous apprehension. We should therefore wel- 
come such an agreement, though only as a 
frst step. 

Most of us arc not neutral in feeling, but, 
as human beings, we have to remember that, 
if the issues between East and West are to 
be decided in any manner that can give any 
possible satisfaction to anybody, whether 
Communist or anti-Communist, whether Asian 
or European or American, whether White or 
Black, then these issues must not be decided 
by war. We should wish this to be under- 
stood, both in the East and in the West. 

There lies before us, if we choose, continual 
progress in happiness, knowledge and wisdom. 
Shall we, instead, choose death, because we 
cannot forget our quarrels? We appeal, as 
human. beings, to human beings : Remember 
your humanity, and forget the rest. If you 
can do so, the way lies open to a new Para- 
dise; if you cannot, there lies before you the 
risk of universal death. 

RESOLUTION : We invite this Congress, 
and through it the scientists of the world and 
the general public, to subscribe to the follow- 
ing resolution :—~ 

“In view of the fact that in any future 
world war nuclear weapons will certainly be 
employed, and that such weapons threaten the 
continued existence of mankind, we urge the 
Governments of the world to realise, and ta 
acknowledge publicly, that their purposes 
cannot be furthered by a world war, and we 
urge them, consequently to find peaceful means 
for the settlement of all matters of dispute 
between them.” 

Professor P. W. BRiDGMAN (Prof:essor, 
Harvard University; Foreign Member 
of Royal Society, London; Nobel 
Prize for Physics); ALBERT EINSTEIN ; 
Professor L. INFIELD (Professor, Uni- 
versity of Warsaw; Member of Polish 
Academy of Sciences; Joint author 
with Einstein of “The Evolution of 
Physics” and of “The Problem of 
Motion”); Professor H. J, MULLER 
(Formerly a_ professor in Moscow, 
India, etc. Now a professor at Univer- 
sity of Indiana; Nobel Prize in phy- 
siology and medicine for discovery of 
the production of mutations with the 
help of X-rays); Professor C.F. 
POWELL (Professor, Bristol University ; 
Nobel Prize for Physics). 

Professor J. RortsLaT (Professor of 
Physics in the University of London, 
at St. Bartholomew's Hospital Medical 
College); BERTRAND RUSSELL; Pro- 
fessor HIDEK! YUKAWA (Professor 
Kyoto University; Nobel Prize for 
Physics) ; Professor JoLioT-CURIE. 

* Professor Muller makes the reservation 
that this be taken to mean “a concomitant 
balanced reduction of all armaments.” 
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“All pacifists now?” > 


Under the United Nations Charter the Powers have already renounced war, 
except as a means of resisting aggression ... The whole problem arises from the 


under Communist domination ... The truth is that we are prepared to risk thermo- 
nuclear war, with all its hideous consequences, rather than risk having everything 
that makes life valuable destroyed by an evil creed.—Daily Telegraph, July 11, 1955.. 


meaning of pacifism, which is so 
common, is vividly revealed in Monday’s 
Daily Telegraph leader comment, with its 
headline “All Pacifists Now?” on the 
pronouncement of Bertrand Russell and 
his fellow scientists. 


In fact their demand for war renunciation 
has no more basis in pacifism than the United 
Nations Charter, which does not renounce war, 
but, on the contrary, holds it in readiness for 
when an occasion may, in their view, require 
it. 

In the scientists’ 1,000 word preamble and 
in their war renunciation resolution, there is 
no single word of any moral principle or any 
basic conscientious objection to war itself. 
They have done nothing more than tell us 
what we already know, that a nuclear weapon 
war can have no result but the destruction of 
the human race. 

* 


Without being a scientist, or understanding 
the processes involved, the public have enough 
sense to take in what has been so often 
reiterated, that the human race itself is now 
threatened. But imagination has its limits, and 
most people who cannot, in any case, easily 
conceive of their own mortality, let alone 
anything so remote as the eclipse of the human 
species, choose rather to shut their eyes and 
ears, or alternatively to accept eagerly the 
soothing balm of the “ deterrent” theory. 


They do not in fact believe that this horrible 
thing can happen to them, and the idea of 
their own moral responsibility for it happen- 
ing to anyone else is not presented to them, 
either by their own leaders, or by the scientists’ 
declaration. In any case, they would probably 
take the same line as that put forward by 
the Daily Telegraph, that they would rather 
it did happen than live under Communist rule. 

In this respect the scientists have at least 
made it clear that it is not just a question 
of the whole human population of the world 
being killed outright, but that, on the contrary, 
though millions would die at once, millions 


PARLIAMENT 
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we could possibly fit in any meetings of the 
Disarmament Sub-Committee before the 
Geneva conference, but it is our hope that the 
five Governments concerned will be able to 
agree to an early resumption after the con- 
ference.” 

When Mr. Henderson asked whether the 
senior representative of the United Kingdom 
would be of Ministerial level, Mr. Nutting 
said: “I very much hope so. I hope to be 
able to attend myself.” 

An attempt by Mr. W. N. Warbey (Lab., 
Ashfield) to have the Chinese People’s Republic 
invited to future sessions of the Disarmament 
Sub-Committee was summarily rejected by Mr. 
Nutting. 

“If disarmament has now become a realistic 
prospect and not just a distant dream,” pro- 
tested Mr, Warbey, “is it not time China was 
associated with the discussions, which have 
reached the point of already agreeing upon the 
limit to her own armed forces ?” 

Mr. Nutting pointed out that the Sub-Com- 
mittee was an agency of the United Nations 
and could not itself decide upon its compo- 
sition. 

“Tt is working well and happily at present 
with its existing composition and I see no 
reason to change it,” he said. 

Earlier, Mr, Warbey had tried to get Mr. 
Nutting to comment further on the proposals 
submitted to the Sub-Committee, including the 
Soviet statement of May 11, but Mr. Nutting 
merely repeated that the Government welcomed 
the new Soviet proposal as “an important step 
forward,” and added that the Wester Govern- 
ments were studying it in detail. 

Mr. Warbey then asked for a categorical 
denial of the suggestion made in some sec- 
tions of the Press that, now that there was a 
distinct prospect of agreement on disarmament 
being reached, the Government had revised 
their policy and no longer believed in either 
the possibility or the desirability of nuclear 
disarmament. 

Mr. Nutting : “I have seen nothing to sug- 
est that and I am happy to assure the House 

at ouf policy remains, as always, to try to 
work for a comprehensive, general and inter- 
nationally-supervised disarmament agreement.” 

The cost to public funds through the pay- 
ment for cancelled contracts in connection with 
the rearmament programme was the subject 
of a question put to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Minis- 
ter of Defence, by Mr, E. Fernyhough (Lab. 
Jarrow). 

Mr. Lloyd stated that the amount was a 
total of between £12 million and £13 million 
in the four financial years ending March 31, 
1955. This did not include the liability in 
respect of the Swift aircraft. 

Following the statement that the Medical 
Research Council were preparing a report on 
the medica] aspects of nuclear radiation, Mr. 
Austen Albu (Lab., Edmonton) has tabled a 
question asking how many members of the 
committee appointed to prepare the report had 
clinical or research experience on the biologi- 
cal effects of paishsfrequendy radiation. 

Ministerial responsibility for this matter 
rests with Lord Salisbury, Lord President of 
the Council. The question is addressed to Mr, 
J. R. Bevins, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works, who represents Lord Salis. 
bury in the Commons. 


determination of free peoples that life on this earth would not be worth living | 
"THE complete misunderstanding of the more would die lingeringly and in a 


A. Yes. 


agony over perhaps a period of years. ; 
It is the refusal to face the truth of fi! 
appraisal of the consequences of a nucle 
war which makes the continued repetition 
high flown phrases about dying rather thi! 
submitting to an evil creed, possible at all. 


* 


If faced with the choice of living, even i 
metaphorical chains, or dying by excruciatlll 
torture, most people would choose to live. 4 


rallying cry of death rather than Communi 
is nothing more than a piece of dishoi* 
claptrap; there is no such choice. 

It seems very unlikely that the USSR # 
contemplating the spread of Communism } | 
means of wiping out themselves and every® | 
else!’ That such a purpose “cannot *! 
furthered by a world war” would seem ® 
be obvious Without a resolution from a laff) 
number of eminent scientists to tell us so. i 

If the spread of Communism is to be hall 
it will certainly not be achieved by threats %! dates 
total annihilation, but only by the so-callet don | 
“free world” taking steps to show that Soci |. m ta 
Democracy has something better to offer tba® 


Communism to the under-develo countries «. 

and the backward and exploited races. lore mone 
War renunciation is plainly the first ste} Putled to s 

because then, and only then, the huge sums n0 Dean Trus 


spent upon armaments could be released fot if ed drawn 
this work of human development and tht 
creation of goodwill. / me 

If the nine scientists had called upon oth# ma Plca, cre 
scientists to join in a conscientious objecti®| Method of fj 
to the use of their brains and their skill 
the purpose of war, some impact might hat! 
been made upon the conscience of the publi 

As it is, their call is to the base elemet! 
of fear and expediency. It is as though 
said: “It no longer pays to steal; let us, no™ 
therefore, be honest men.” 

The world still awaits a high call # 
renounce war, not because nations can fl 
longer further their purposes by going to W* 
but because it is the moral principle on whi | 


foundation alone peace can be established. 
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not yet been created. 
Q. Do you dissent from recent official stat N 
ments that the dangers from radio-act™ 


fall-out have been exaggerated? yy, 
Many scienusts have made eysal Fuld denen 
authoritative statements to the contrary: |” 


. Are you in favour of unilateral renuncl®, Richard, wh 
tion of nuclear weapons on moral grounds Would not hi 

A. No. I am emphatically not in favour 4 for some ye: 
unilateral renunciation, Anything that * t In additior 


done must be by agreement, so as not © 
favour either side militarily. oul 
. lf an international force were set up, W it 
it not be more effective if armed W' ud a secon 


nuclear weapons? Nited -Na 
A. Yes, it probably would. It might perhatt developed ies 

have the more primitive forms of nucle, Mustrate a l 

weapons that are not so dangerous. Wasted under 
Q. It has been suggested that this appeal might | Orst,”” 

be exploited by the Communists. Do ye Sir Rich 

not need the support of the Commun | NO Way aim 

just as much as the West? ; ey hope. 


A. Most emphatically yes. We must find som | dates. wig 


thing on which both Communist and ant | ®Hd able tc 
Communists can agree, e.g. the dangers ©) helicg. 
radio-active fall-out. © Secreta 


Q. Is a popular campaign necessary to brit 3, Will be N 


home the dangers; and how could it ®\y x 


waged behind the “ iron curtain?” a! 
A. A popular campaign is most vital. I belief 

that public opinion has already influen 

the United States government towal 
Communist . 
approach would be mainly through sci@ 
lists and heads of states. 


sanity. In countries 
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An on the-spot description of the Asian Rowe, PY 
African Conference. Common esis 
(44, pages, map and lilustrations and full text of h SPeakin ant 
final: communique) the: aid tenphs 
Dr. Homer A. Jack t cvernme 
(Peace News’ reporter at the Conference) r lat : nite 
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“THEY MUST SUCCEED Shae 
Eve of Four-Power Meeting Rally: Whigfi¥e any 
Hyde Park, 3 p.m. Sunday July ) ‘Spent’ not 
Hear'Rev. L. P. Bliss, Mrs. P. Cusden MBE. #” tity he ef 
Gordon Schaffer, William Wainwright: | Ware oan 
LONDON PEACE FEDERATION __ol | | far. eae 
= Signe’ mad 
wit never hay he, Unders 
! RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL N Cay aet always 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER | esthas ' 
This pledge, signed by each member, |s ~ r, Hen is ext 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union | Yo Drew derson 
Send YOUR pledge to ‘eng ePared t, 
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\ tng ind State 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, WEL] ) SketlY in prin 
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